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SUBJECT: PORT CLEARANCE FOR CZECHOSLOVAKIAN VESSELS- 
IMPROVED PROCEDURE 

1. RECENTLY A NUMBER OF DIFFICULTIES HAVE BEEN EXPERIENCED 
IN OBTAINING TIMELY INFORMATION ON CZECHOSLOVAKIAN VESSEL 
PORT CALLS THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. THE TWO VESSELS 
ARE ON LONG TERM CHARTER TO NON-CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FIRMS, AND 
THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN GOVERNMENT HAS INDICATED IT IS NOT 
AWARE AT ALL TIMES OF THE SHIPS' DESTINATIONS IN TIME 

TO EFFECT CHANGES UNDER THE 14-DAY RULE. 
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2. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE PROPOSES THAT THE AMERICAN 
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AGENTS FOR THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN VESSELS BE ALLOWED TO REQUEST 
PORT ENTRY PERMISSION DIRECTLY FROM THE US COAST GUARD. THE 
14-DAY RULE AND ALL OTHER PROCEDURES FOR THE ENTRY OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIAN VESSELS TO US PORTS WOULD REMAIN UNCHANGED. 

3- THE DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE TELEGRAPHIC REPLIES 
FROM OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS TO THIS PROPOSAL BEFORE 
FEBRUARY 18, 1974. KISSINGER 
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